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BENTLEY REGENERATION PROJECT 

275. Mrs G.J. GODFREY to the Minister for Housing: 
Can the minister please explain what work the government is undertaking to create a vibrant community under the 
Bentley regeneration project? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
I thank the member for Belmont for a very good question. As a former Mayor of Belmont and a long-time 
councillor at Belmont, she has a good understanding of the need to rejuvenate areas. A very good job has been 
done in Belmont. But this afternoon I want to talk about the Bentley precinct. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Of course, Bentley is not in Belmont; you are aware of that, aren’t you, minister? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr W.R. MARMION: I visited the Bentley precinct a couple of weeks ago. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Which is not in Belmont. 
Mr W.R. MARMION: I would like to report on an area that members will know well. Brownlie Towers is in the 
area of Bentley. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Not in Belmont; that’s right. 
Mr W.R. MARMION: I would like to report today on the 25 hectares surrounding Brownlie Towers. The 
Department of Housing is doing an urban renewal project on a massive scale that will fully rejuvenate that area. 
Part of the renewal project will provide at least 1 500 new dwellings. There will be new civic and community 
facilities. It will also include lots of public open space and commercial and retail buildings. There will be a village 
hub, with lots of vibrancy and a sustainable number of people living there. The design is underway at the moment. 
The design will be in keeping with the very good principles that the Department of Planning have in the “Liveable 
Neighbourhoods” document, which is a well-known document that planners use. It sets out the guidelines to ensure 
that the development is in keeping with the surroundings. It will take into account principles such as sustainability, 
liveability and housing affordability. Three types of buildings are planned to achieve the 1 500 new dwellings in 
a way that is sensitive to the existing environment. There will be two-storey buildings around the periphery of the 
development, so they will blend in nicely with the existing one-storey buildings. There will be two five-storey 
buildings surrounding the parks and boulevards. In the centre of the development, there will be five eight-storey 
buildings surrounded by shops and commercial activity and they will form the basis of the village square. Again, 
this aligns with the state government’s affordable housing strategy for more diversity in housing. There will be 
townhouses and terraced apartments in a range of different styles and shapes. They will blend in nicely with the 
Brownlie Towers, which, as members know, were redeveloped from 2005 to 2010. 
My final point is that this development has been developed in conjunction with the community, and the 
community’s ideas have been integrated into the final concept. Members of community have come up with some 
very good ideas. They want to retain the mature trees and they want cycle paths and good access to public 
transport—all the things that the member for Belmont would have taken into account in her developments in 
Belmont. The location of the parks will be in the right spot and there will be appropriate community facilities. 
Construction of the first buildings should take place once the City of Canning has passed the plan in 2015. 
 




